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Newt’s formula for 


Problems with ‘contract,’ 
ethics, lobbyists threaten 
to erupt at critical time. 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich is 
starting to resemble one of those old 
Saturday cartoon figures who could 
simultaneously step on a banana 
peel, sit on a pitchfork and tip a 
bucket of water on his own head. 

The banana peel is the Contract 
with America, the pitchfork is his 
prickly set of ethics problems and 
the bucket of water — or worse — is 
the extraordinary 

aB way he and his 
deputies have 
been delegating 
the strategy and 
implementation of 
the contract to a 
favored coterie of 
Washington lobby- 
ists. \ 

By Kevin Phil- g If this man is a 1 
lips, publisher f reformer, Nicolo 
of the Ameri- I Machiavelli was a 
can Political [ welfare reformer. 
Report. * The Contract 

: with America — 

which, of course, isn’t a Contract 
with America because voters didn’t 
know about it or accept it — is begin- 
ning to resemble a Sun Belt savings 
and loan association circa 1989. It’s 
not a failure, but it’s getting closer. 

The problem is that Gingrich and 
Co. took a 10-point campaign mani- 
festo and handcuffed their postelec- 
tion governance to its dubious mix of 
reforms, gimmicks and con jobs. 
Now Categories 2 and 3 are catching 
up with them. 

The Senate turned down the bal- 
anced budget amendment after 
Democrats protested its potential im- 
pact on Social Security (and follow- 
up polls showed two-thirds of Ameri- 
cans agreed). 

The pledged middle-class tax cuts 
are headed for the chute. The line- 
item veto has been repackaged so 
that appropriations bills are sent to 
the president in hundreds of sepa- 
rate pieces, which may not stand up 
in court 

Term limits have just been defeat- 
ed in the House because top Republi- 
cans — despite gallons of crocodile 
tears — don’t want to go back to Spo- 
kane or Syracuse any more than the 
Democrats did. 

As for Newt Gingrich’s ethical 
problems, the speaker is on his way 
to becoming a one-man casebook for 
law schools and government courses. 
Considering that Gingrich led the 



Photo by John Duricka, AP By Suzy Parker, USA TODAY 


1989 attack on former House speak- 
er Jim Wright’s ethical laxities, it is 

) stunning how many he has matched 
or surpassed. 

Simply scanning the reputable 
news, problems relating to Ging- 
rich’s possible conflicts of interest, 
ethical and legal violations come in 
seven chapters: his campaign fund- 
raising and favoritism to donors; his 
misuse of congressional staff; the un- 
disclosed contributions to his PAC; 
his cable TV deal; his college course 
and its sponsors; his book deals; and 
his wife’s job with a foreign free- 
trade zone. 

Democrats have a point in calling 
for a special counset but textbook 
publishers should be interested, too. 
Few high federal officials have ever 
touched so many ethical gray zones 
with such panache. 

The de facto merger of the House 
GOP leadership with elements of the 
Washington lobbying establishment 
is also a stunner. 

/ Companies and trade associations l 
f in the nation’s capital are being told I 
that (a) they should give money only I 
| to Republicans and (b) if they coop-, I 
| erate, they’ll get to help redraw the , | 
| nation’s laws. 

Lobbyists who duly pledge their 
hearts, wallets and Rolodexes get to 
be part of the various teams and task 
forces that determine legislative 
strategies, pick the current regula- 
tions to be torpedoed, and write the 
speeches for the various congres- 
sional Newtoids. 

If this sounds like stuff that’s hap- 
pened before — and it has — re- 
member that Gingrich and his 
Knights of the Lobby Conference Ta- 
ble spent the better part of the 1994 


campaign running against dat ol’ de- 
mon Washington and pledging to 
drive the K Street Pharisees from 
the temple of national lawmaking 



failure 


Few Americans are being fooled. 
Gingrich’s job ratings in the 27% to 
37% level make Bill Clinton look like 
Colin Powell by comparison — and 
his trust ratings are on a par with the 
president’s own tattered credentials. 

At the risk of sounding facetious, 
the proposals for one special counsel 
to look at Gingrich (on ethics) seem 
inadequate. We really need three: 
one to examine the Contract with 
America for legality and constitu- 
tionality (already questioned in sev- 
eral areas), one with hip boots to 
wade through the speaker’s ethical 
morass, and one to examine the le- 
gality of delegating part of the power 
of the legislative branch of the gov- 
ernment of the United States to 
Washington’s Long Green Line of 
lobbyists and hired guns. 

Wasn’t that part of what the last 
election was supposed to be about? 
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